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KENT NISHIMURA Los Angeles Times 


LAPD Cmdr. Gerald Woodyard takes a knee with clergy members who were marching in downtown Los An- 
geles on Tuesday to protest the killing of George Floyd as similar scenes played out across the state and nation. 


A shift in direction from 92 


Then, riots destroyed 
South L.A. Today’s 
unrest centers on the 
city’s upscale areas. 


By ANGEL JENNINGS 


In 1992, the last time An- 
gelenos’ rage over police 
brutality boiled into an up- 
rising, large swaths of South 
Los Angeles burnt to the 
ground. 

Angry mobs took to the 
street. Some looted shops 
and torched buildings. 
Fights broke out in the mid- 
dle of the chaos. More than 
60 people were killed — by 
police, by other assailants or 
in accidents related to the 
unrest. 

“It looked like a war 
zone,” recalled Inglewood 
resident Yolanda Davidson- 
Carter. “It was a real riot. 
People were so angry they 

[See South L.A., A7] 
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Kirk McKoy Los Angeles Times 


CRITICS say police gave up when rioting erupted after the 1992 acquittal of offi- 
cers in the Rodney King beating, allowing chunks of the city to burn and be looted. 


California braces 
for second wave 
of the coronavirus 


Mass protests and 
reopenings have 
experts worried about 
the summer and fall. 


By RonGc-Gona Lin II, 
IRIS LEE AND 
COLLEEN SHALBY 


SAN FRANCISCO — 
Health experts have long 
warned ofa potential second 
wave of the novel co- 
ronavirus as the economy re- 
opens. But while other 
states have seen the first 
wave fade, the Golden State 
continues to see cases rise at 
arapid clip. 

California is one of about 
20 states where new cases 
have increased over the past 
five days, according to Johns 
Hopkins University. 

A Times analysis shows 
that the weekly number of 
new cases in California con- 
tinues to rise, exceeding 


California 
coronavirus 
cases 

New cases by week: 


March 


April 


May 


Times reporting 


Los Angeles Times 


17,000 last week for the first 
time in the pandemic. There 
were nearly 10,000 in Los An- 
geles County alone last 
week, according to the anal- 

[See Second wave, A9] 


A tumultuous day 
— for voting 

In elections amid cur- 
fews and pandemic, Rep. 
Steve King loses GOP 
primary and Joe Biden 
closes in. NATION, A8 


Weather 
Mostly sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 88/63. B8 


Fired officer’s 
records released 


Minneapolis cop who 
killed George Floyd 
faced 17 internal investi- 
gations. NATION, A9 
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Arrests soar 
as the LAPD 
cracks down 


About 2,500 are 
detained for curfew 
violations or looting, 
as tactics change. 


BY JAMES QUEALLY, 
KEVIN RECTOR, 
ALEJANDRA 
REYES-VELARDE 

AND RICHARD WINTON 


After days of looting and 
vandalism and a barrage of 
criticism for failing to stopit, 
Los Angeles police have sig- 
nificantly increased their 
presence in affected neigh- 
borhoods and deployed 
more aggressive tactics to 
arrest those responsible for 
burglarizing businesses. 

Police also have enforced 
overnight curfews to sweep 
streets clear in startling, 
militaristic shows of force, at 
times without any apparent 
effort to distinguish be- 
tween passive bystanders 
and those engaged in crime. 

“When violence esca- 
lates, including assaults on 
officers, arson, widespread 
looting ... the department 
needs to resort to a stronger 
message,” LAPD Chief 
Michel Moore told the civil- 
ian Police Commission on 
Tuesday. 

“We are not going to 
stand for looting,” Assistant 
Chief Robert Arcos said ina 
separate interview. “We are 
doing all we can to make ar- 
rests immediately.” 

The shift in strategy, as 
witnessed by those who have 
broken curfews in recent 
nights, contrasts with what 
was seen earlier in the week- 
end, when officers allowed 
looting downtown and in the 
Fairfax area to go unchecked 
for hours as they squared off 
with protesters. 

The new approach has 
been hard to miss, with offi- 
cers in riot gear chasing 
down looters with their arms 
full of merchandise as pro- 


OFFICER Carolyn Tallsalt looks over dried sagebrush at the Tuba City 
Community Cemetery, where her uncle George Billy was buried in April. 


COLUMN ONE 


Cop's biggest fear is not 
something she can arrest 


Navajo Nation officer, who 
faces COVID-19 daily, says, 
‘My anxiety is out of control.’ 


By KurRTIs LEE 
REPORTING FROM TUBA CITY, ARIZ. 


: for disturbing the peace, with questions. 

Have you been in contact with any- 
one known to have coronavirus? Have 
you contracted the virus yourself? Do 
you have a fever or body aches? 

“No, no, no,” the mask-less woman 
mumbled, before coughing twice into the 
open air. Tallsalt stepped back. 

The guard placed a temperature gun 


to the woman’s forehead — 95.8, a few 


he Navajo Nation patrol car 
pulled up to the jail near the 
center of town and Officer 
Carolyn Tallsalt stepped out. 
She adjusted her surgical 
mask, pressing the edges so they sealed 
against her cheeks, then flung open the 
door to the back seat, where there was a 
woman in handcuffs. A jail guard pro- 
ceeded to pepper the woman, arrested 


degrees lower than the average body 
temperature. Cleared to go inside, the 
woman walked to the side entrance, 
escorted by Tallsalt. 

That routine process, which Tallsalt 
has performed countless times ina 
nearly 20-year career, carries a stressful 
new weight during the COVID-19 out- 
break. At the start of each shift, she 


[See Navajo, A8] 


testers and neighborhood 
residents rushed to avoid 
the fray. But only time will 
tell whether the crackdown 
reduces the amount of loot- 
ing. 

One thing is clear: It’s 
contributed to an ongoing 
surge in nightly arrests. 

Since Friday, nearly 3,000 
people in Southern Califor- 
nia have found themselves in 
handcuffs amid the protests 
of the death of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis and the use 
of excessive force by police 
against black people across 
the country. 

The bulk of those arrests 
have taken place in Los An- 
geles, where authorities took 
about 2,500 people into cus- 
tody between Friday and 
Tuesday morning after a 
mix of peaceful protests and 
property destruction in 
downtown, the Fairfax dis- 
trict, Van Nuys and Holly- 
wood. 

Given the department 
had confirmed upward of 
1,600 arrests had taken place 
over the weekend, that sug- 

[See Arrests, A7] 
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Biden 
decries 
[rump’s 
protest 
response 


Democrat accuses the 
president of fanning 
‘the flames of hate’ 
for political gain. 


By JANET HOOK, 
ELI STOKOLS AND 
JENNIFER HABERKORN 


WASHINGTON — The 
clash between President 
Trump and his critics over 
civil unrest sweeping the 
country intensified Tues- 
day, as Joe Biden bluntly ac- 
cused him of being “more in- 
terested in serving the pas- 
sions of his base than the 
needs of the people,” and 
even some Republicans lev- 
eled rare criticism of their 


party leader. 
Biden, the Democrats’ 
presumptive presidential 


nominee, laced into Trump 
in searing terms that sig- 
naled a new willingness to 
step out from pandemic- 
mandated quarantine to be 
amore forceful leader of the 
opposition party. 

Biden likened the presi- 
dent to Southern segre- 
gationists of the 1960s and 
accused him of exploiting 
national divisions for politi- 
cal gain and fanning “the 
flames of hate.” 

He criticized Trump for 
staging a “photo op” in front 
of a church across the street 
from the White House on 
Monday evening after fed- 
eral security forces cleared 
the way by using force 
against peaceful protesters. 

“The president is more 
interested in power than in 
principle,” Biden said. Not- 
ing that Trump carried a 
Bible before cameras, Biden 
said, “Ijust wish he opened it 
once in a while instead of 
brandishing it.” 

For Trump, he said, “nar- 
cissism has become more 
important than the nation’s 
well-being that he leads.” 

The widely publicized 
speech at Philadelphia City 

[See Biden, A6] 
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